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CONFIDENT OF VICTORY.

General A. de Ceuninck, the distin¬
guished soldier and minister of war

for Belgium, yesterday expressed to

a correspondent the firm conviction
that a great offensive by the Ger¬
mans on the western front would be
the beginning of the end for the Prus¬
sian military machine. This is true.,
said the general, because even if the

energy should put his entire strength
into an assault it was doomed to cer¬

tain failure in view of allied prepared¬
ness. Having defeated the Germans
in their onslaught, the allies would be
in a position, through the balance of

power which America had brought
them, to counter with irresistible
force.
The minister had been asked to dis¬

cuss the military situation as it ap¬

peared in the light of Germany's pres¬
ent position, and the Prussian claim
that the entente allies would * be
brought to their knees.

The general turned to the outlook
for the allied arms on the battlefield.
"We do not underrate the strength

of our opponents," he said. "Germany
is a military nation, an:i she is not

yet defeated. America, however, has

brought into the conflict the addition¬
al resources necessary to tip the bal¬
ance in our favor, and an allied vic¬

tory is assured. The outcome of the
war now hinges on the question of

^numbers, and the superiority rests
'with us. :.

"Germany will fail in any offensive
which she may be preparing for on

the western front. The allies are

ready for"any move and will present
an unbreakable line. If the enemy is

going to stake everything on a big
attack and is calling out every re¬

source he can command, he will have
reached the beginning of the end when
he fails to break through, for the
counter strokes of the allies can re¬

sult in only one thing.defeat for

Germany. It may take some time t-o

put the finishing touches on the vic¬

tory, but this will be accomplished.

BAN ON EXPLOSIVES.

While the movement, started many

years ago, c" eliminating the explos¬
ive feature in the celebration of
Fourth of July and Christmas ha«

grown considerably up to the time

the United States wa? compelled to

take up arms against Germany in
self-defense, the advent of Uncle Sam
into the arena has greatly accelerated
the safe, and sound celebration of
these holidays.

Alexandria was among the first of
the cities of the country to place a

-ban/upon ear-splitting noises on such'
occasions,* and while it; was impos¬
sible to obliterate the custom im-

4 mediately, the practice has greatly
subsided in late years.
Some places have commenced early

to impress upon people the useless-
ness of explosives on certain holidays
and to reproduce old laws, long more

honored in their breach than observ¬
ance. which forbid the discharge of
firearms of any kind on the sale or

use of explosives.
State Fire Marshal Alfred T. Flem¬

ing announced yesterday in Columbus,
Ohio, that he will issue an order later
this year absolutely prohibiting the
use of fireworks in Ohio this Fourth
of July. The announcement was made
in conjunction with the beginning if a

campaign against fireworks as a waste
of money and powders that could be
used in the prosecution of the war.

The State Fire Marshal said he was

starting his campaign at this time
so that dealers would not purchase
fireworks.

another peace plan.

According: to the London Morning
Post's Borne correspondent, prepara¬
tions are being made through the
German newspapers and German
press agents for a new political move.

The correspondent says it is pos-
5ible a fresh peace move is contem¬
plated on the basis of the status quo
.prior to the war in the west and

N /
reccsrmiion of the present status in

be.tim^d to follow
n German '"v Pt-ry". And, it will-put
forth r. victor's term§, according to
indications. It will make an appeal
to ta^l group which believes Russia
should bs left to her own fate.

The new proffer will probabiy get
a stonier hearing than any proposal
to date.

Entente diplomats say allied de¬
termination is stiffer than ever be¬
fore, and that the war spirit is grow¬
ing *fast upon this country. The pic¬
ture of plundered Russia, of game
but helpless Roumania, of Armenia,
blooj-soaked and pledged by Germany
to the Turk, of devastated Belgium
and France are now defeating peace
proposals. There is no fear that a

made-in-Germany peace will stick at
this time.

NEEDS OF DEPARTMENT
. w mry

Chief Ogden's Keaommendations to

Committee of City Council of

Changes Deemed Necessary for Fire

Department.
The letter of recommendations,

written by Chi&f Kenneth W. Ogden
to the committee of the City Council
relative to the needs of the fire de¬
partment of Alexandria, is given
space herewith for the benefit of the
citizens in general:
Mr. William Desmond. Chairman, Fire

Committee, City Council, Alexan¬
dria, Va.
Dear Sir: I think that I would be

derelict in my duty should I refrain
longer from again recommending the
purchase of a modern aerial ladder
truck, motor driven. When I use the
word "duty" I do so with "full cog¬
nizance of the word. The need of this
apparatus is now extremely urgent,
ihe present truck having outlived not

only its usefulness, but has passed
the stage of .safety. When respond¬
ing to a fire the apparatus sways from
side to side, slinging itself against
the car tracks one minute and swerv¬

ing in an opposite direction next, and
it will be no surprise to me should
it literally fall to pieces. Tlie lad¬
ders are rotten and positively unsafe,
and, 1 must say to you. regardless of
the consequences, that 1 cann«t take
the responsibility of placing the ex¬

tension ladder in service even though
the saving of a life of a person who
may be trapped on the top floor of a

tall building should be involved. The
rounds of this particular ladder are

all loose, rails dried and rotten, and
the chains so rusty that I can say,
without fear of successful contradic¬
tion, it will not support the weight
of the extension. The lives of the
men in the department are worth
more than the risk, and there .are

too many homes that c'>uld be plung¬
ed into sorrow should this ladder >c

put into use and break, carrying with
it four or five men, which is, at least
the minimum number to be placed
thereon at time of a fire. The short¬
er-ladder,, or, at least the most of

them, are more or less in bad con¬

dition and dangerous, to say nothing
of their excessive weight. I want to
call your attention to the lact that
where these ladders are broken they
nave been pieced with iron stringers,
and such a piece of apparatus is dis¬

graceful to our department; further¬
more, even in the event that the ex¬

tension ladder was safe, its length
is entirely inadequate to reach cer¬

tain of our buildings wherein a fire

may start at any time. The city serv¬

ice truck affords a ladder no longer
than our present one; therefore, such
a truck is equally inadequate and our

solution lies only in an aerial truck.
These facts, prior to my election as

chief of the department, were stated
to the best of my ability, but with¬
out avail, and I cannot, should this
thing continue, help putting it square¬
ly up to every member o: council, and
if there is any responsibility, it must
be shouldered by those gentlemen as

individuals and thereby relieve me of
the burden. I think, no doubt, that
a truck will cost more now than it
would have three months ago, and
have fixed the figure at S12.000.00,
and the longer we delay its purchase
the greater the cost will be.

I further recommend t-hat our en¬

tire Department be motorized and
tractorized, and that the following
changes in our equipment be made in
addition to the purchase of the aerial
truck: two (2) combination, motor
driven, hose wagons at a cost o<? about
$5,000.00 each, one (1) tractor for the
Columbia Engine at a cost of about
§5,000.00. Place the present Reliance
Engine in reserve and purchase a new

third size Metropolitan steamer, trac¬
torized at a cost of about $8,200.00,
one reserve fuel and hose car at a

cost of about $2,500.00.
The tot-al cost of these improve¬

ments will aggregate $37,700.00.
We have eight horses in the De¬

partment, ordinarily; now we only
have seven, the other being a bor¬
rowed one. as we have tried for sever¬

al months to obtain a team but with¬
out success, so far. Records will show-
that the upkeep of these horses, in¬
cluding feed, shoeing. medicine,
etc. aggregates over §200.00 , ever*y
month or $2,400.00 a year; this rep¬
resents a b' per cent investment on

$40,000.00 which must be disbursed
every year with the anticipation of
increased cost yearly. The life of a

fire horse has been fx-om sb: to seveaf

years and with the additional /work,
made necessary by the proposed in¬
crease in our city's population, this
will be reduced to about five years;
hence, $2,400.00 worth of horse flesh
must be purchased every five years.
The life of a motor apparatus should,
under ordinary circumstances, be at
least 15 or 20 years, and inasmuch as

the total cost of the new equipment is
far less than our present investments,
I respectfully recommend that the old
reserve steamer, the two horse drawn
hose wagons, the present truck and
the :seven horses be disposed of, upon
which we may realize a total income
of about $3,000.00 to $3,500.00 and sub¬
stitute the above named apparatus
which the records will prove is far
superior to the .horse-drawn appa¬
ratus in the saving of time, wear and
tear and maintenance.

I submit these rrfatters to you for

your earnest consideration from a

standpoint of investment, as compared
to our present system and efficiency.

I have no doubt but that any com¬

pany supplying this equipment to the
city will agree to accept the sum of

$5,000.00 per year, with the deferred,
payments bearing interest at the rate
of 5 per cent, and that at the end of
six and one-half years the total ex¬

penditure will have been absorbed.
Please bear in mind that at the end

of the six-vear period that we would
in all probability have to purchase
hordes again-at, at least, that ratio
of time, a cost of about $2,400.00, and
this item can be saved in addition to
their maintenance at the rate of $2,-
400.00 a year, or $14,400.00 for the
six years, which in itself is a little
less

.
than one-half of the proposed

cost of the new equipment.
In conclusion, I take the liberty of

making two other recommendations;
namely, a modern telegraph fire alarm
system and the co-operation of the
Council and the Alexandria Water
Company to enlarge its main; on the
streets, which are about to be im¬
proved by the city, and thereby obvi¬
ate the necessity of damaging those
streets later for that purpose and at
the same time insure better fire pro¬
tection to the existing and future
buildings and industries.

Respectfully submitted.
KENNETfl W. OGDEN,

Chief Engineer.

ORGANIZATION IMPORTANT.

United Slates Department of Agri¬
culture Urges Co-operation Among
Farmers to Increase Food Produc¬
tion.

Washington, March 14..In the
campaign to make the 1918 food pro¬
duction in the southern States suf¬
ficient to ieed the South, the United
States Department of Agriculture
recommends that co-operation among
farmers and among: farmers' organi¬
zations and business men be stimu¬
lated.

In every county where there is no

organization, the department says, the
people should be urj^cc? to perfect a

representative county body for agri¬
cultural purposes. This county or¬

ganization should consist, if possible,
of representatives from community
organizations and should meet regu¬

larly with the county agent, and defi¬
nitely work with him in the interest
of general food production and con¬

servation. They should act under the
leadership of the county agent and

through the cocnty and community
organizations in the effort to main¬
tain production, to preserve the in¬
terests of farmers, and to safeguard
seeds, breeding stock, etc.
The department says it is a patri¬

otic necessity that financing of farm¬
ers, especially definite financing for
food production, should be done at the
lowest possible rates of interest.

CYCLONE IN AUSTRALIA.

Casualties Heavy, But No Estimates
Yet Available.

Vancouver, B. C., March 14..Sev¬
eral Queensland, Australia, villages
were destroyed by a cyclone Monday,
according to a cable received from
Sydney, N. S., today by the Van¬
couver World. The casualties were

reported heavy. The table said:
tlA cyclone swept through North

Queensland Monday, the greatest
force being; 'felt in the townships of
Babinga, Herberton, Mount Garnet,
Cardwell and Cairns.
"The suffering caused by the wind

was particularly severe at Babinga,
where a number of villages were prac¬
tically destroyed, houses and barns
being toppled over and rolled long dis¬
tance?.
"The casualties are reported to be

heavy, but no correct estimate of the
killed or injured will be available for
several days owing to the dislocation
of the telephone and telegraph sys¬
tems.

Plant a Victory Garden this Spring.

AN OLD RECORD.

Is Edgar Allen Poe Indebted to the
University of Virginia?

Charlottesville, Va.. March 14..Is
Edgar Allen Poe indebted to the Uni¬
versity of Virginia, or is the Univers¬
ity indebted to Poe? As an academic-
question this might be hai;d.to an¬

swer, out if considered on a financial
basi=, Pee owes the University a total
of two cents at present.
This discovery was made several

days ago when numerous old papers,
yellowed and disintegrating '."rom
were found far beneath the ground
in the unused cellars of the Rotunda.
Among the packages of ancient
records was one file of library fines.
On this file was charged a fine of sixty
cents against Edgar Allen Poe for
keeping certain volumes of history
overtime. Further down the worn
and stained columns was a note that
fifty-eight cents had been received
from Poe. The payment of the other
two-cents has not been found any¬
where.

Were
Just As Particular
As You About Hres
0UR customers are thrifty, calculating

fellows who know tire up-keep costs.

Believe us, we've looked into this tire
proposition from top to bottom.

Take our advice and buy Diamonds, the.
one best buy on the market. The Dia¬
monds we have sold our customers are

running farther, giving less trouble, and
costing less in the end than any other
tires we know.

Put a Diamond Tube in a Diamond cas^
ing and you have the ideal tire equipmeip,

N. Lindsey & Co., Inc.

CARS FALL OVERBOARD

Fourteen Loaded Ones Siip Off From
Barge Crossing Chesapeake Bay.

Norfolk, Va., March 14..Officials of
the New York', Philadelphia and
Northern Railroad here are today in¬
vestigating the cause of the loss o-i'
fourteen freight cars loaded with lum¬
ber from New York, Philadelphia and
Northern barge No. 2, last Sunday
night. The barge was in tow of one

of the company's big tugs, and was

crossing Chesapeake Bay from Cape
Charles when the cars slipped over¬

board. It is said that no one on the

barge was hurt. This is the first acci¬
dent of the kind that has ever hap¬
pened in Chesapeake Bay, although
the New York, Philadelphia and
Northern has been towing its barges
from Cape Charles to Port Norfolk
for more than twenty years.

Plant a Victory Garden this Spring.

FEDERAL PAY BILL HALTED.

Would Raise Government Employes
With Some Exceptions.

Efforts to add an amendment to
the Legislative, Executive and Judi¬
cial Appropriation bill, providing for
an increase of salaries of Government
employes, prevented passage of the
measure yesterday in the House. The
amendment would increase $10 a

month the salaries of all employes
receiving between S-1S0 and $2,000,
exclusive of those in the postal or

Panama Canal service or who give
onb' a part of their time to the Gov¬
ernment. An increase for postal em¬

ployes is provided in another bill.
Leaders had hoped to pass the bill

last night and clean the way for work
on the War Finance Corporation and
the Railroad bill. Debate on the leg¬
islative measure continued today.

HAD MAPS AND PICTURES.

Austrian Confesses He's Beneficiary
of Hun. Bribery.

Jersey City, March 11..Victor So-
boleski, an Austrian, was held in $10,-
000 bail here yesterday following his
arraignment in criminal court, after
an examination of his effects * dis¬
closed, according to the police, that;
he had in his possession numerous

railroad maps, drawings of submarine
craft and torpedo tuses and photo¬
graphs of factories in New Jersey.

Soboleski admitted, che police said,
that he had at one time been in jail
in Siberia, but escaped after -S'2.000
had been furnished by a German.

Plant a Victory Garden this Spring.

Buy your onion sets now. The .sup¬
ply is limited. Elftort. 'j2-2t

For Bilious
Troubles

That heavy headache, torpid
liver, sick stomach, bitter taste
in mouth, furred tongue, dull
eyes and muddy skin, all come
from a poor supply of bile.
These unhealthy conditions are
promptly corrected by

which stimulate the liver,
regulate the flow of bile,
sweeten the stomach, and
renew healthy bowel action.
A household remedy ap¬
proved bysixty years ofpub¬
lic service. For everv-day
illnesses,- Beecham's Pills

are a tested
Remedy

Lareeii Sale of Any Medicine in »he World.
Sold everywhere. Ic boxes, 10c., 2Sw.

The First National Bank
OF ALEXANDRIA, VA.

The Oldest National Bank in
Virginia

The Largest Bank in the City
We welcome new accounts,-large

and small.

Classified Advertising
LOST.Auto glove, near Postoflice,
between I'ostofnce and Citizens
bank. Return to Gazette ofiice. Re¬
ward. 61-3t

FOR SALE . One five-ton truck
body; one three-ton truck body.
These bodies will be delivered in Al¬
exandria, Va. Have no use for
them will sell them cheap. Central
Garage, Manassas, Va. Gl-tf.

FOR SALE.Fine young mule, big,
sound, and good worker. $200

cash. C. A. Gwinn.

ROOMS AND BOARD.Several nice
rooms to rent, with or without
board. Apply at 220 North Co¬
lumbus street, city. 62-3t

LOST. A brown leather bag. Re¬
ward if returned to Gazette office.

_ fj3-lt.

PAPER HANGING, and Window
.Shades made to order. Estimates
cheerfully given. H. E. Webb, 137
South Fairfax street. Phone V10.

Thurs.-Fri.-Sat-tf.

FOR SALE.Lunch room and room¬

ing house. Inquire at 300 North Pat¬
rick street. 63-3t

WANTED.A competent maid to

stay nights. Anpiy at 700 Prince
street. <53-2t

WANTED.Boy 1(1 or 17 years old
for general work around office. Call
at office of Briggs Aeroplane Com¬
pany, city. 02-3 c.

WANTED.Electric elevator oper¬
ator; colored; thoroughly experi¬
enced. Call at Julius 'larfmkie tic
Co., 527 13th street, Washington,

. D. C. 62-31

WANTED.Agents for fine industri¬
al d&bits. Men who can deliver
the goods. None others need ap¬
ply. See Mr. Burkett, 111 South
Royal St., 5:30 any afternoon. Life'
Insurance Company of Virginia.
f»0-tf.

FOR SALE.A 1915 Chevrolet auto¬
mobile, in first class condition.
Good bargain~to quick purchaser.
Inquire of Mt. Vernon Auto Co.,
Alexandria, Va. 307-tf.

WANTED.A girl for housecleaning.
Apply at 532 Kin;: .street, city.

62-35

OLD FALSE TEETH WANTED.
. Don't matter if hroken. I pay $2
to §15 per set. Also cash for oid
&old, silver, and broken jewelry.
Send by parcel post ami receive
check by return mail. Will hoid
goods 10 days for senders approval
of my offer. L. Mazcr-2007 sou?h
6th street, Phila., Pa.

WANTED.Younff ladies

between ages of 18 and

25. Positions as telephone
operators. Apply 105 N.

Alfred Street. 55-3t

ShinoiA is good for Rubbers, makes themlook
like new. Will not come off when wet.
ShdkmA is the quick dressy shine
for all kinds of leathers.
Softena and preserves.
BUCK.TAN.WHITE.RED.BROWN

ShikoiA Home Set
Makes Shining Easy

360 ARTICLES 360 ILLUSTRATIONS g

25c a copy
At Your Kev/odcaler

Yearly Subscription $1.50
Send for our new free cat.
alog cf mcchaniccl books

Popuiar Mechanics Magazine
£ North Michigan Avenue, Chicago

mbbsmBBB.aa
HENRY K. FIELD & COMPANY

Lumber
and
Mill Work

Quick Grades
Shipments Guaranteed

/
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COMMERCIAL AND FANCY

STATIONERY

Office Supplies
% ,

S. F. DYSON & BRO.
Booksellers and Stationers.

420 King Street.

BUY

Ask any bank or postoffic*.

Space contributed by Banna/

Laundry.

LAURENCE STABLER
415 Prince Street Ale.ia*<*/1*. Va.

Insura tht. home NOW.don't d*-

las, another day. Tbia ia the aea*on

in which most firea occur. Insuring
through this Agency means ABSO
LUTE PROTECTION a: rejfulai
rates. .


